
 

 

BFHD COVID-19 

UPDATE 1500 

April 1, 2020 
Information Line – (509) 460-4358 
Incident Commander- Chris Hutsell 
Deputy Commander – Carla Prock 

 

Incident: The Benton-Franklin Health District has been following the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Update Today: Epi-tracing is investigating cases. However, as cases continue to escalate the amount of 
detail being personally traced on each case is becoming less. There is more reliance on contact surveys, 
as the number of cases continue to climb. The new cumulative numbers were updated on the website. The 
IMT and the BFHD are keeping up with changes in the way the state agencies are going to manage the 
federally allocated resources. One of the big changes is the state distribution of PPE is now going directly 
to the hospitals instead of EM. There is an increase of information from the Health District to area agencies 
and health providers. There is now a daily phone call with hospitals to facilitate planning and information.  

The information group worked on multiple language options for the press conferences to include ASL and 
Spanish.  BFHD IT is working through their systems for options on how to support this endeavor. The 
BFHD Health Tec did a Facetime interview with KEPR, regarding work toward modeling projections.  

Planning: The IMT is coordinating plans with the Health District, the 4 hospitals and the local Emergency 

Management offices to identify on-going needs as well as procuring resources if predicted surge levels 

escalate beyond the ability of local resources. A Strategic Planning group has been stood up, working with 

the 4 hospitals and providers to keep track of numbers. Data is being gathered to work toward some 

modeling to project a need to facilitate hospital overflow timelines. 

The IMT portion of the group will be moving to Franklin County Emergency Management on Thursday April 

2. This will facilitate growth in the BFHD as they bring in more volunteers and team members to assist with 

the Epi teams and Strategic planning teams. The team is planning for and putting a replacement schedule 

into place, so that different team members are replaced at different times enabling the team to have a 

continuity of operations. 

The Incident Management Team would like to remind you of the Governors mandate for “Stay Home/ Stay 

Healthy”.  

 
To keep current on the information: www.BFHD.WA.GOV 
 

RESOURCES 

BFHD: 46 staff 
IMT: 6 
BCEM: 1 
Total personnel: 53 
 
The Incident command post is 
at the Benton-Franklin Health 

District office. 

OUTBREAK STATUS 
 

Fatalities: 7 
Confirmed (includes epi connected): 120 
Current Community Status: Stay Home/Stay Safe 
Current Threat level: Level 3  
 
The numbers here are a point in time and may not reflect 
the official numbers posted on the COVID-19 Web Page. 

http://www.bfhd.wa.gov/

